
 







Substantial rise in inequality during the 1980s 
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Top of income distribution races away  
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The Gini: international comparisons 
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Source: OECD. Figures not directly comparable with those on other slides. Mid 80s Germany refers to West Germany. 

 



Real earnings growth 
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UK (1980-2005) 

 

USA (1980-2005) France (2000-2005) 

 

Sweden (1980-2005) 

 

Notes: Full-time male workers only 

Source: OECD 







Highest Lowest 
Income 
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What we do not know (and why it matters) 





 
 

 

 



How much can government affect inequality? 



How much can government affect labour market 
outcomes? 
 

 


