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“Working Mothers” Have Evolved 
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Other Driving Forces? 

 

1. Changes in “preferences” for work 

 

2. Changes in non-labor income 

 

3. Rising women’s wages  



From Beaudry and Lewis (2014) 



Or “Identification” Problem? 

• Trends in public early education & maternal 
employment not strongly correlated 

 

• But are trends masking a causal relationship?   

 

• Not holding constant preferences, non-labor 
income, wages 

 

 



Empirical Approach 
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Treatment Control 



“Quasi” Experiments 

1. Take advantage of the establishment of 
public early education across cohorts 

– GA universal pre-K starts in 1995  kids aged 4 
in `95 are eligible, kids aged 4 in `94 are not 

 

2. Take advantage of the age eligibility 
requirements for established programs 

– Aug. 31 cutoff for pre-K  kids aged 4 in Aug. 
eligible, kids aged 4 in Sept. are not 
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Cascio and Schanzenbach  (2013) [1] 
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• Labor supply theory is useful:   

– Guides identification of high-impact groups 

– Aids identification of mediating contextual factors 

 

• The UK paper exemplifies lessons learned 

 



Not a Full Policy Evaluation 

 

• Impacts on “infra-marginal” mothers 

– Some receive an implicit income subsidy  

• Is this money spent in a way that benefits kids? 

• Might the financial relief improve mental health, and 
the quality of parenting? 

– Others can upgrade the childcare quality 

 

• (Net) impacts on child well-being 
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