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Employment  
2003 – present  Lecturer   University College London 
 
Education  
2003   Ph.D. in Economics  The University of Chicago 
   Advisor: James Heckman 
1998   M.A. in Economics   The University of Chicago 
1997   Licenciatura in Economics Universidade Catolica Portuguesa 
 
Published and Forthcoming Papers 
 
Removing the Veil of Ignorance in Assessing the Distributional Impacts of Social Policy 
(with Karsten Hansen and James Heckman), Swedish Economic Policy Review, 2001. 
 
The Evidence on Credit Constraints in Post-Secondary Schooling (with James Heckman), 
Economic Journal, 2002. 
 
Estimating Distributions of Counterfactuals with an Application to the Returns to 
Schooling and Measurement of the Effect of Uncertainty on Schooling Choice (with 
Karsten Hansen and James Heckman), International Economic Review, 2003 
 
Human Capital Policy (with James Heckman), in Inequality in America: What Role for 
Human Capital Policies (edited by James Heckman and Alan Krueger), MIT Press, 2003. 
 
Methods for Evaluating the Impact of Education Policies when the Return to Education 
Varies Across Individuals, Cuadernos de Economia, 2003. 
 
Human Capital Policy for Europe, European Economy, Special Report no 3/2004, 
European Commision, 2004. 
 
Labor Market Discrimination and Racial Differences in Pre-Market Factors (with James 
Heckman and Dimitriy Masterov), Journal of Law and Economics, 2005. 
 
Understanding the Sources of Ethnic and Racial Wage Gaps and Their Implications for 
Policy (with James J. Heckman and Dimitry V. Masterov), forthcoming in L. Nielsen and 



R. Nelson, Rights and Realities: Legal and Social Scientific Approaches to Employment 
Discrimination, Springer-Verlag. 
 
Which Skills Matter (with Claire Crawford and Alissa Goodman), forthcoming in Social 
Market Foundation collection of essays on practical learning. 
 
Working Papers 
 
Inequality of Opportunity and Inequality in Education Achievement in Portugal 
Heterogeneity in the Returns to Schooling: Implications for Policy Evaluation 
Understanding what Instrumental Variables Estimate: Estimating Marginal and Average 
Returns to Education (with James Heckman and Edward Vytlacil) 
The Returns to On-the-Job Training: Estimating Benefits and Costs Using Firm Level 
Data (with Rita Almeida) 
Enforcement of Regulation, Informal Employment and Firm Performance (with Rita 
Almeida) 
Comparative Advantage and Schooling (with Sokbae Lee) 
Ability, Sorting and Wage Inequality (with Sokbae Lee) 
When Do Government Interventions Crowd-In Parental Investments in Human Capital - 
Theory and Evidence from Head Start (with Samuel Berlinski) 
 
Affiliations 
 
Research Associate of Institute for Fiscal Studies, London 
Research Fellow of Center for Microdata Methods and Practice 
Research Fellow of Center for Research and Analysis of Migration 
Research Fellow of IZA, Bonn 
 
Awards 
 
Doctoral Fellowship from Fundação Ciência e Tecnologia – 1997-2001 
Doctoral Fellowship from Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian – 2001-2002 
Doctoral Fellowship from the University of Chicago – 1998-2003 
Upjohn Institute Dissertation Award – Honorable Mention 
 
Other Activities 
 
Consultant for the World Bank; 1999 (LCHSD) – Review Evaluations of Education 
Compensatory Programs in Mexico; 2004 (DECRG) - Lectures on Accounting for 
Heterogeneity in Policy Evaluation; 2005 (DECWD) – Background paper for the World 
Development Report. 
 
Consultant for Intra-American Development Bank, 2004 (OVE) – Review of proposals 
and final reports of several evaluations of programs with IDB involvement. 
 



Consultant in the Evaluation of the Portuguese National Employment Plan (part of the 
European Employment Strategy), 2005 – Development of Evaluation Strategies 
 
Lectures on the Economics of the Family at the Portuguese Catholic University, 2003, 
2004, 2005. 
 
Lectures on Microeconometrics at the National School of Government, London, UK, 
2005 
 
Referee for Journal of Political Economy, Econometrica, Review of Economic Studies, 
Journal of Labor Economics, Economic Journal, Journal of Applied Econometrics, 
National Science Foundation, Labour, Economic Inquiry, Regional Studies, Industrial 
and Labor Relations Review, Journal of Economics and Business Statistics, American 
Economic Review, International Economic Review, Regional Science and Urban 
Economics, Journal of the European Economic Association, SRDC Canada, Inter-
American Development Bank, Labour Economics, Journal of Population Economics, 
Oxford Economic Papers, Fiscal Studies, Journal of Human Resources, PNRA France. 
 
Presentations 
 
2001 
CIRANO Conference on Selectivity in Education, University of Chicago 
 
2002 
CAM Conference on Characteristics Models, Invited Session in LACEA 2002, 
University of Chicago 
 
2003 
Carnegie Mellon, Ohio State, Brown, World Bank, RAND, UCLA, Georgetown, UCL, 
Intra-American Development Bank, SPIE Conference, Microeconometrics Network 
Meeting in Madrid, Minneapolis Fed conference on Child Development, Invited Session 
at the AEA Meetings. 
 
2004 
CEP Half-Day Conference, National Assembly of Cardiff, DFES Away-Day, CERGE-
EI, Timbergen Institute, Universitat Pompeu Fabra, European Commission Conference 
on Efficiency in Education, Invited Session at the AEA Meetings, Institute of Education 
(CEE Seminar and WIDER Conference). 
 
2005 
AEA Meetings, Social Markets Foundation, Kent, Maynooth, Ente Enaudi, Tor Vergata, 
LSE, Bank of Portugal Labor Market Conference, Econometric Society World Congress, 
St. Gallen, Inukshuk Conference (AHFMR). 


