Education spending: Resourced for levelling up?
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Even before the pandemic, the disadvantage gap had started to
widen for 5-16 year olds
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= |n 2018, the gap started to widen in the early years and in secondary school

= |n 2019, it started to also widen in primary school too (for the first time since 2007)




The National Funding Formula has weakened the link between
funding and need

In seeking to ‘level-up’ funding through the national

funding formula and additional money for schools since

2018, the government has in fact weakened the link
between funding and need.

While there have been large differences in funding
across schools and local authorities, recent policies
have meant that pupils from more affluent
backgrounds are attracting larger increases to funding
rates compared to those from more disadvantaged
backgrounds.

Change in per pupil funding by pupil characteristics between 2017-18 and 2021-22 (real terms)

+/.
7% +7.0%

+6.4%
6.2% +6.2% o
+ +6.2% ¥59% s 7o
+4.0%
*38%  i36% +35% +35%
I I +2.9%
FO S e & ¥ & S & & & & & &
AN o ,(( o . @ 4 ,<< & & A R 5 Y
@ J & 2 & o & o g % @ S 2 &
2 N o & o N & & <& -2 & 2 ) s
& ) fs;\ & L's t@k "S“k a7 & \xg:\ ‘:\p E‘0(\ & &
& & & 3 J N & g  F F
2 Q Q4 G & o ¢ ®
Q‘.@ & ) B o\ n




But the disadvantage gap has widened as a result of the pandemic

By the 2021 summer term, learning losses for disadvantaged primary pupils were 1.2 months in reading and 2.6 months in maths
(compared to 0.8 and 1.3 months for non-disadvantaged pupils)

Disadvantaged pupils in secondary schools were 2.4 months behind in reading in summer 2021 (compared to 0.8 months for non-
disadvantaged pupils).

» These disparities provide evidence of a widening of the “disadvantage gap”. EPI estimates that the relative learning loss for disadvantaged
pupils over the course of the pandemic is the equivalent to undoing up to a third of the progress made over the last decade in narrowing
the disadvantage gap in primary.

Estimated mean learning loss in reading (primary schools) by characteristics Estimated mean learning loss by autumn 1 and summer, in months, in reading (secondary schools) by
characteristics
+1.0 +3.0
0.0 +2.0
Mean
months -1.0 Méiii +1.0
of 20 months 0.0
learning of
) -1.0
loss -3.0 learning
4.0 loss -2.0
non- Any 3.0
Female Male EVERG L RO Other ' in  Black Chinese Mixed White At  an "™ sen
FSM FSM  ethnic other SEN 4.0
group — Any
EVER6 other . : A EAL non-
mAutumnl -1.9 -1.6 1.7 -1.9 1.1 1.6 15 0.1 16 -1.8 -1.7 1.7 -1.9 -1.0 Female Male E;/SE’GG FsM | ethnic Asian Black Mixed White Sthiar CIN SEN SEN
mAutumn 2 -1.2 -1.1 -1.1 -1.5 -0.8 -1.4 -1.3 -1.8 -1.2 -1.1 -1.3 -0.4 -1.2 -0.6 group
u Spring -2.3 -2.0 -2.0 2.7 -1.5 21 -2.3 -1.8 -1.6 2.2 2.4 -2.3 2.2 -1.6 mAutumnl -14 -1.6 -13 -1.9 -2.2 -1.4 -1.0 -0.1 -1.0 -15 -1.4 -1.4 -1.5
mSummer -13 06 -08 -12  -08 07 -05 -09 -10 -10 -09 -09 -10 -05 ®Summer | -14 | 09 | 08  -24 | -05 | 09 03 24 -12 -13  -11  -08  -10

RENAISSANCE




Area level disadvantage matters too

Estimated mean learning loss by summer, in months, in reading (primary and secondary
schools) by pupil and area-level disadvantage

As well as variation by pupil disadvantage, we find:
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Recovery funding is simply not enough to meet the challenges of the
pandemic
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Spending review and education recovery
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Latest EPI analysis: ‘Education recovery and resilience in England: Phase two report’, October 2021



